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PREFACK 


O N eompleting the Survey of AklMir's city at PatHpur Stkri, the writer oonmejiocd, 
by order of Govemmentj that of the Chinl-kA-Eatiza, Agra, a tomb ascribed to 
Af74al £.hAii, a poet, who died in I^ahore in A.D. 1639, 

The mausoleum is one of the most interesting buildtogs in Agra, yet it is little 
known. It atande on the left bank of the JuninU, midway Imtween Jtimad-ud-dauIa’B 
tomb and Rftm B^h, the garden, where according to tradition the body of B^l>ar 
rested till conveyed to Kfibul for buriaL The structure measures 79^-0* square. Inaido 
is an octagonal chamber 27'-lO" in diameter and 37^-0" high covered by a" dome 
exquisitely painted on the inside with floral, patterns in rich colours. 

Below the building is a oiypt the waDa of which were at one time coated with 
glazed tiles. The edifice is built of brick and the whole of the exterior is ^ed with 
glazed tiles commonly called ehtnft, worked up into numerous patterns. It is from 
this circumstance that it derives its name Chini-kji-Rauza, or “ the tomb (coated) with 
chln&.” Of its kind the mausoleum is unique, being about the only building in N orthern 
India entirely ornamented exteriorly with cnameEed tiles. 

The greater part of the south facade has fallen discloeing the fact that the half 
domes over the vestibules in the centre of the fajadee leading into the cenotaph 
chamber are constructed, like many of the ancient dome buildings in Eg3’pt and' Rome, 
of large earthen pota embedded in concrete. 

For many years the building was neglected and the z<^mtnddr (former) cultivating 
the adjacent fields lived in it and irreparably spoilt most of the painted decorations on 
the walls and ceilings by lighting fires in the rooms for cooking purpoaea. He hna 
been evicted, and the Government, North-Western Provinces and Oudh, ha.s now taken 
charge of the tomb and repaired it suflSeicntly to prevent it falling into further decay. 
Most of the mosaic designs in tHeg on the outside, as well as the mural paintings, on 
the inside of the building, have been copied and ate exliibited in the present volume, 
together with photographs of the tomb and some of the buildings of interest adjoining it. 
Specimens of the mosaic tiling used by Jahangir on the kiosks round the upper 
floor of hia fiither's tomb at Sikaudra are also presented along with photographs of the 
style of decoration employed in the entrauce gateway to the grounds surrounding the 
tomb, and the variegated marble embellishment on the ivalla of ftimad-ml-daulab's 
shrine, Agra. Time did^not permit of coloxtred details being made of this ornamentation, 
but it is hoped at some future period they will bo prepared and published in a separate 
volume along with ihuati-ations of the style of colour decoration used in the T4j, the 
Fort, and other Moghul buildings. * 

The lino drawings and photographs have been ably reproduced b the office of 
the Asaktant Surveyor General, Calcutta, and the coloured plates by Messrs, W. Griggs 
& Son, London, from originals prepared by the writer and hia staff of a^istants, 


n 


Pfi£E*ACiE^ 


The writer’s thanlia are due to Dr. James Bargees, C,LK, late Director-General 
of the Archseologicol Deptartmcnt, for hmdly reading through and examiiiing the proof- 
sheehs of the letter-press^ printed at the Government Press, Allahabad. 


EDMD. W. SMITH, 

Nju>’i Tal: 1 
Septeniher 1899, « 
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REPORT 

OF 

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA. 

THE MOGHUL COLOUR DECORATION OF AGRA. 

ILLUSTRATED BY EXAMPLES FROM THE CHiNf-El RAUZA, 
THE KASCH ilAHAL AND AKBAR’S TOMB, 


GH.\FrEE L 


PRINCIPAL styles OF COLOUR DECORATION USED IN MOGHUL 

ARCHITECTURE, 

The styl« of arcliitecture,^ wHcb. sprang up about the year AD. 1556, 

under A k bar the Great, terminated about the year A^D, 1658. The style may bo 
divided broadly into two main achools. ClasalHed under the first, are the bn ilding a 
erected by A k b a r and Jahangfr between the years AD. 1556 and 16S0; and under 
the second, those built by S h a h J ah &n between the years A.D. 1640 and 165S. The 
power of the Moghul empire reached its zenith under the fanatical Aurangzlb, the 
last of the Great Moghuls, but the style associated with the name of the 
Moghuls declined rapidly and steadily under his way. Although many fine 
buildings were orected during Aurangzlb's reign, he has left no grand buildings, 
in the proper sense of the word, such as tho palaces at F athphr Sikrl; iti m 5d-', 
u d-d a u 1 a’a tomb and the T & j at 1. g r &, erected by his predecessors. Aurangzlb 
added to the palaces at D e 1 h i, and built the moeque on the batiks of the Ganges at 
Benares, besides also erecting palatial residences at Delhi, which are now either 
in mins or are used for mercantile purposes. But none of his buildings can comparo 
with the stately and majestio edifices erected by A k b a r, J a h & n g I r and S hA h 
J a h & n, which to this day excite the admiration of the world. 

Between Akbar's buildings end those of his son Jahfingtr them is, as a 
rule, but slight difference, and in the absence of documentary evidence and inscriptiona 
it U difficult to determine to which reign a work beloi§s • but between their buildings 
and thoMofShlh Jahin there is a moat marked and decided difference, which even 
tlie uninitiated cannot but obaervo. 

A k U a r^ and J aji & n g 1 r's works are strongly infused with Hindu architecture. 
Timber is almost unused, and the arch sparingly so; but under S h 5 b J a h 9, a the Hindft 
element becomes less and leas prominent tUl it gradually fades away. T he Hin dfi 
bracket and fla t arch itrave used over the apertures of doorways and windows makes .j 
way for the Muhammadan arch, and the beautiful carved geometrical decoration in red 
sandstone, as found at F a^h p fir S ikrl, and the J a hAng J r M ahft ImtheF ort 
at 1. g r A gives place to mosaic in picfi*«-d«rw , as exemplified in i t i ro 9. d-a d-d a u I a's 
tomb and the T & j, 

' In llM» prepft»tM» el UaU utepMsi FergesiwB*# BUttm) sf Irniiatt ilrcAn«<ew end. “ Note on HlndiaUni 

AttbitMUto** tn mi M Agnk bnre taeen eoiuntted. 










2 ARCMOliOGICAL STJHTET E^iPOET. IT..W, PROYIKCES. 

The stately baUdinge erected during A k b 4 i rV reign are not entirely dcToid of 
colour ornamentation, and gome of the F a t b p ft r SI k r 1 bundings erected towards 
the end of A k b a r's rule were richly decorated with (reHcoes. Marble mosaic was also 
used, notably in the Jim I M as] id, one of the finest mosques in India. Exen 
prior to A k b a r'a time we find the P a t h ft n boilders relying on white marble to 
enliven the severeness of their facades, hut it was not till the reign ofShfthJahftn that 
coloured inlaid ornamentation became a leading characteristic of the style. J a h ft n g I r 
relied more on mosaic deeoratio& for beautifying hia buildings than A k b a r, and an 
example of this is seen in the gateway (Plate I) leading to the garden surrounding hb 
father's tomb atSikandra. A little later than the completion of Akbar’a 
mausoleum, which was commenced by A k bar himself, but finished between A. 13.1605 
and 1615 by Jahftnglr, we find a new element being introduced, along with the 
variegated marble mosaic, in the sha|>e of inlaid dcsignB in coloured stones, known on 
, pietra-dura, or " inlay.") In 1 1 i m a d-a d*d a u 1 a’s tomb wo see both systems employed; 
but in the Tftj, Agrft, and the palaces at Delhi, erected between A.D. 1628 
and 1668, inlay b almost exclu&fvely used and b the characteristic feature of the style. 

Besides marble nioeaic, and ptetra^dvnt mhud omamentation, the Moghuls . 
relied to some extent, as did the Pathfttis before them, on enamelled tiling for the . 
enrichment of their buildmgs. It hsd been employed from an early period by the 
Persians upon their structures and came into use in India about Shcr Shfths time. 

A k b a r used oucaiiatie tiling upon the stately palaces at Fathpflr Slkr! 
for roofing purposes and for enriching architraves and borders round doorways, Ac., 
and J ahftnglr also used it for covering the domed kiosks fPlatea LVIII to LXIII) 
round the third story of his father's mausoleum, at S i k a n d r a; and in the K ft u. c h 
M a h ft 1 (Plates LXXXin and XC). 

In these and other buildings It was sparingly used, but in tho mosque erected at 
Labor by Jaliftngir's Yizlr, and the Chin 1-kft-Ratt^a, Agrft (Plate VI), 
built it is supposed in Auraugzlb's rciga, w'e find the walls, as in many Persian 
buildings, covered throughout with encaustic tiling. This style of decoration is colled 
Kashftm after EAshftn in Persia, one of the chief seats of earthenware numufactare, 

lu addition to the styles of decoration briefly mentioned above, f rssco i^tinga 
were extensively employed by the hfoghuls for decorative purposes, and in many of 
their buildings, eoiumencing with A k b a r’a time and dow'uwarde, we find fresco es 
used frequently upon the interior walls ijf their palaces and tombs. 

Few Moghul buildiugs appear to have been entirely covered with enamelled 
tiling) and about the only one in orthem India is tbe C hjji t-k ft^R suss at A g r ft, 
on the left bank of the Jamni between It i m ft d-a d’d a ul a'a tomb and H ft tu Bftgh, 
the garden where, according to tradition, B ft bar's body rested till conveyed to 
Kft bul for burial. The difficulties connected with the manufacture of enamelled tiles 
probably piccrmuts for their being bo sparingly used- Red sandstone was easily 
procurable could be obtained in any quantity from quarries just outside F a t h p ft r 
S i k r i, whilst marblo could be imported from the neighbourliood of J a y p u r. 
manufacture of g laaed t flea was no doubt introduced into India from Persia; it was not 
indigencjua to the country and the art has almost died out, although it is carried on to 
some extent at P e b h a w a r in the Punjab. 
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4 ARCHEOLOGICAL SURVEY BEPORT, S.-W. PBOVUICES, 

Koughly ^puaklngj the enclosure round the mausoleum meastircs 323'^-O' from 
north to south and 462^-0' from east to weet. At the north-west comer of the 
enclosure, commanding a fine view of the river, i» a picturesque tower (Plate fV) 
crowned by a cupola, which, like the kiosks round A k b ar's tomb at S i k a n d r a, 
was originally isoated on the ontaide with* enanieUed tiles. At one time no doubt, 
there was a corresponding towCT to this on the south-weat comer of the gardeiu 
There is still a tower here, but it docs not belong to the Chin 1-k i-K a u z a. It is 
without the encloeurc and is of a didcrent deaigii to that on the north-west of the comer 
of the garden, which is three stories high and built of brick faced with stone, beautifully 
carved wtth geometnea] and. fior^_ designs (see Plato "V^ jlLhfi_.tpMfer is in a very 
dilapidated state and apportion of tlie side facii^ the river has fallen. This is in a 
measure due to the brickwork, which is very bad and inferiorly btiilt. 

The Chin l-h A-H a u a a &ces the ri^ (Plate VI), but stands some diatanco 
back from the bank, with which it appears to have been eonuected at one time by a 
yMt or quay. It is a rectangular building (see Plan, Plate VII) measuring eiteriorly 
79^-4" X 79'-4** Within isan octagonal chamber 27**10'' in diameter and 37*-0* iiiheight» 
covered by a rich sWactite or honeycombed dome crowned by another or false one, 
resting on a ^teen-sided base, wMch rises conaidinrably above the roof of the building 
(see Plates VI and X), and has been constructed, solely for effect’s sake and to lend 
importance to the design. To thia we shall revert a^n later on. From the plan (Plate 
VI1) it will be seen that four of the eight sides of the octagomd chamber are formed into 
pentagonal-shaped recesses. In the rtanaining four sides are doorways leading intor 
tour half-domed oblong-ahaped vcfitibules measuring 28'-0'' by IG'-D", one in the 
centre of each aide of the building. The vestibulea on the east and west sides have 
pentagonal-shaped ends, whilst those on the north and south :fronts are square 
in plan. Each veatibule la entered irom the outside, beneath a lofty and spacious 
archway 32'-0’ high. At the four corners of the mansoleum are square chambers 
measuring internally 12'-r each way covered by domes. They are entirely detached 
from the central octagonal chamber, but can be entered from the vestiboles asa well as 
from the outside of the bmlding. Immediately above them (Plate VIII) are four other 
rooms, connected by narrow arched passages, a'-O" wide, encircling the upper part of the 
central octagonal chamber. Beneath the building is a crypt, access to which is gained 
through open archways on the west or river front (see Plates VI and X). In the crypt 
immediately beneath the octagonal chamber were the tonibs of the person or persona 
in whoso memory the mausoleum was erected.. 

The tomba in the ecutral chamber on the ground floor {Pla.tes VU and X) are 
not the actual graves, but cenotaphs only. They axe built of brick coated with plaster, 
and ore not the original monuments, which according to custom w^ould have been of 

niArble. 

The only ingress to the upper floor is by laeana of & stone staircase on the south¬ 
east corner of the building (Plate IX), but at one time there were probably additiouid 
entrances in the other three comers of the building. The sonth-eastCTn staircase (see 
Plans Plates and VITI) stops on the first floor by the angle-room on the south¬ 
east comer of the building, and is connected by a narrow arched paaaiigo with another 
staircase on the north side of the tomb, leading to the roof and the false dome (see 






CHAPTEE IL 

THE CHlNi-Ki-RAUZA. 

Both banks of the JaninA on which the city of A. ^ r & stands are atnddcd with 
interesting buildings and gardens. Amongst those on the right bank are the Fort and 
the world-renowned T 4 j» whilst on the left we have, besides 11 i nl d-a d-d a a 1 a*a well- 
known mausoleinn, several places of interest somo of which are almost unknown even to 
the residents of A g r &. Amongst them, high, up on the banks of the river, are the 

BaUndBSgh, theSitKftiya, theBattJsKhambhajtheAramBAgh 

and the Chi ni-k^-Kauza, The Baland B&gh isa garden which belonged 
toBalandKhkn, one of J a h & n g I r’s eunuchs. The S&t Etiiya^iaa great 
pile of uiasoxwy overhanging the river, condsting of seven wella, or lifts, by means of 
'which water was obtained ftom the Jamna for the adjacent gardens. The B a 11 i s 
K h a m b h 4 (Plate H) is a tower ridng from the sands of the JamnA five stories 
iu height surrounded by arched galleries. On the fourth stoiy of this building are 
twenty-four columns and crowning it and forming the fifth story is a cupola supported 
on eight slender shafts. N^ext to the Baitis XhambhA is the B A m B A g h, 
more properly called Ar Am BAgh, the “garden of rest;” but this name was by 
some accounts given to it by tlic Jdts, The older name was B A g h-i-N ft r-A f s h A n, 
from the name of a MiisahuAn lady, identified by some with Nilr JahAn, the queen 
of JahAngir and the daughter of bis minister 11 i m A d-a d-d aula, whose tomb 
stands a short distance lower down the JoinnA (Plate UCVIII). 

"The RAm BAgh isa large waUcd garden with a raised stone terrace on 
the TTveraide, Thera are oob^onal towers or bastlona surmounted by pillared 
cupolas at each corner of the river face ; underneath, or in the body of the terrace, are 
a set of vaulted chambers, opening on to a lower terrace, just on the water's edge; 
while above, or on the terrace, are two buildings, open £idrurfw’&, with chambers at each 
end and verandahs overlooking the river. By popular tradition the Rim BAgh 
was the resting-place of BAbar’s body, from the time of his death at A g r A till it was 
conveyed to K A b A1 for burial; but it is generally believed that the garden was made 
by the Empress NflrJahAn, who frequently resorted here with her handmaids."^ 

Adjoining the RAm BAgh is another garden called 2Ahara BAgh, ako 
known os S Ayy id-kA-B Agh, from the existence of a small unpretentious shrine of a 
BAyyid built on the river wall, which has a frontage of some 1,234 foot including two 
towers (Plate III), demarklng the boundary of the garden. 

The Chin i-k A-R a u z a adjoins the ZAhara BAgh, and the next btiiliiiog 
to it of any great importance is X t i m A d-a d-d a u 1 a’s well-known tomb, close by 
the bridge-of-boats leading to the right bank of the J a tn a A on which the city of 
A g r A stands. 

The Chiu !-k A-R a az a, or the tomb covered with china” (enamelled tiles), 
stands in what was a large garden, but is now a field. The garden was enclosed on the 
Qorih, south and east sides by walls, but was open on the river front. Being a 
mausoleum, it is built facing north and south as all such in India are. 

^ Lb the N.-W, F, nail Oudt, being YoL 11 of tbe li^ew Seiifti 6# 

EepnfU of Uid A.iobf gnrvAjr of IndiA, 
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THE cntjrt-Ei‘iiArzA. a 

^ctiou, Plate X) wMch surmounts the octagonal cenotaph chamber in the centre of 
the building. 

There is nothing striking about the design of the facades to call for special 
comment. The centrd portion of each f£M;ade breaks up akore the main line of 
the parapet 'and beneath it is a large archway 32-0* high, enclosing the upper 
part of the vestibulcB or antechambers leading into the cenotaph chamber in the 
centre of the mauaolenm. Tlie archway (Plate XI) ia hnilt of brick b ra diating 
courses n-nfl contmues right down b one unbroken straight Ene (showing the lateness of 
the architecture), on to the carved capping of a red sandstone plinth round tho base of 
the building. The faces of the abutments upon the sides of the arches are sunk slightly 
in the shape of long oblong panels, which continue up over the crown of the arches, 
and are enriched with fiuotationa fironi the QuVfln in Arabic in Tnghrah characters. 
The charactera are b blue upon a ground of white tiles (sec Plate XII} enclosed by 
narrow floral borders b blue, yellow and green tilbg. On the outer aides, the 
abutments axe bordered by slender perpendicular shafts which extend from the ground 
to some distance above the rooC They ore covered with crimson, orange and white 
tiies laid m a rig-zag pattern, Tenunding one of similar ornamentation peculiar to hf ormaa 
architeeture. The zig-zag conraea are laid in alternate hands of white and orange edged 
with strips of crimson and are arranged to make the shaft appear as if it had fire 
instead of three sides. At the four angles of the buddbg are similar shafts or yu?- 
dAstaa, and these are veneered with tiles b royal blue interspersed with narrow 
trefoil-shaped bands running in parallel rows horizontally across the shaft. Although 
BO simple, the effect is pleasing and far more so than much of the tiled ornamentation 
upon other parts of the mausoleum. The shafts extend up to Just below the cormce, 
where th^ atop, to reappear agab as fbials above the parapet, termmating in large 
flower-shaped capitals. Drawbgs of the shafts are given m detail on Plate XI\'", 

Put to revert agab to the large archways b front of the vestibules b the centre 
of the fat;ades. The spandrils above the arches w'cre overlaid with glazed tiling wrought 
mto rich and beautiful scrolis, mably in blue upon an orange ground. Unfortunately 
most of the pattern, w'itb the exception of that portion given on Plate XV, has 
succumbed to the ravages of time. 

Generally speaking, one fa 5 ade Is Eke the other m design, but the tiled patterns 
with which they are covered vary considerably. The greater portion of the south facade 
has fiiUen (see Plato VI), and along with it the south-west angle of the buildbg, 
disclosing the feet that the semi-domoa over the vestibules b the centre of the ftnjades 
leadbg bto the cenotaph chamber are coastTucted, like many of the ancient buildinga 
m Egypt and Rome, of chattis or pots embedded in concrete. In the epnstmetien of the 
archways and vaults, as in the present day, brick ccntrbg wos employed, and before 
its removal tho hauwhes and pochts of the arch€s were filled in with concrete, 
btermingled with carthem pots and brought up to the level of the roof, which was 
then floated over with cement so os to form a flat even surface. The masonry became 
very firm and compact, and au idea of its soEdity may be formed from exambbg tho 
dSltris strew ing the ground round the fallan portion of tho buildmg. Some of the pieces 
measure 15'-0' x fl'-O* x 2^-6" and the embedded eartharn pots are S'-G" in diameter and 
4^0* deep. It will be readfly understood that by this mode of construction the arches 
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were relieved of exceisaivc weightr and at the some time a great saving was ejected on 
the coat of thfi building. The etitire ediJice ia built of hnokwnrk and aa many as six 
courses go to the foot, Mau 3 '‘ of the bricka are only 7’ long wide and in 
thickness, but thn mortar jmnts are thick. 

ICxteriorly the tomb is covered from top to bottom with mosaic in tjling in a 
variety of oolonrs, worked up into numerous patterns, so aa to form one unbroken tiat 
surface. The interior is floated with, stpcco parnted with rich and bright floral dcaigtis. 
The tomb is built, as before mentioned, high up ou the banks of the river, upon an 
attlflcial platfium constructed of vatdte and archea. The west facade is supported on 
piers and archways built on the upper end of a ghdtt or (juay, partially Itiddeu by 
dihris, Ac., which connected the tomb with the riverside. In the centra are Ibrtso 
arched oniranctjs leading into the ciypt Over the top of the orchwaya, on a level with 
the floor of the or platform upon which the roatiBoleum stands, is a series of 

large stone bnvekots which originallj'’ supported an overhanging b^cony connecting the 
north side of the building with the south, and aflbrded visitors and friends of the 
deceased in whose honour the tomb was built a roetmg place where they could sit in 
full view of rivOT and the sceu^y beyond. 

The crypt, it is to be deplored, has been used for years ns a cattle-shed by the 
Zdmfndiii' or farmer ploughing the fields round the tomb, and the reault is that very 
little vestige is left of the dadoes, wfrich were of coloured tiling. A-bove the dadoes, 
the walls were plastered. The arches and piers forming Urn outer or western wall 
of the crypt have been repaired during recent years, and although now practically 
devoid of tiling, one aurmiaes from the existence of a few smnll pieces of blue and 
yellow tiling ov» one of the arch ways th^ were formerlj' coated like the rest of the 
building with rnosok. 

It is from the circuuistanee that the tomb was coated with glazed tiles that 
it derives its name C h S n hk ft-R a u z a. It baa been stated by some that the glazed 
decoration upon the walls of the tomb is all in one piece, and that it was not laid 
in separate pieces Uke tUes, “ but contmuously, dtlier in one connected sheet, or 
forming large entire Bheeta,” A careful eiaminatioii of the walls will dispel tins 
opiuion. glazed patterns are made up of thouHtuida of snudl pieces of tiles 

carefully embedded like mosaic into the face of the plaster covering the lirickwoi-k. 
Where portions of the tiling have fallen, the original jwisition of each separate piece 
of as. it w'as embedded into the plaster can be distinctly traced. In examining 

the walls it is found that the various patterns the tiles were to assume were first traced 
upon the plaster when in a plastic state, after which the tilea were laid according tt> it. 
Probably in the first Instance a full size drawing of the wall showing the patterns 
to bw followed was prepared and the tiles were adjusted to it before Ixsiug fixed on the 
vails, ailowanee being made for uny^ shrinkage subsequent through burning. The 
johits between the diflereni pieces of tiles arc distinctly imeeable (Plate XA’I), and “ are 
not mere sbaJlmv lines of denuircation betw'cen. the coloured patterns,” as Ims been 
asserted by a former explorer. This again shows ^‘tliat the glazing is not in one 
cemiccted slicct," hut that it is a mosaic in tiles. 

Fig. 5, Plate XIII, is a section through the front surface of the wall showing the 
riling- Ac. From the illustratiun it maybe gcoo that the face of the brickwork was, in 


u aOTiit 
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tlie 6 rst instance, overlaid with, a coat ol plaster 2 ^ in tbiekness, and upon tliia a 6 ner 
coating an inch in thickness vrae float^, into whieli the tilea, of an inch thick were 
bedded- 

One eoimot definitely say of what snlietances the tiles are composed, but it ia 
evident they are caustic, or tilea which have been subjected to an almost incandescent 
heat Tlie glazed surface ta only the thickness of the blade of a knife. Tliey Imve 
certainly been subjected to^ heat, and are not merely " made of mortar or cement 
enamelled over,” as lias been asserted by some people. 

Plate STVTI shows a piece of the wall from wMcIi the tiling haii fallen 
and the former position of the tiles when they w*ere onil>edded into the 
upper coating may be acen. Plate XTIII, a view of the north side of the east 
fafude, alao exemplifies this. The drawing of the pattern the tiles were to assume 
over the window and doorway beneath may bo iseen traced out on the face of the 
plaster. 

A scpora.te design made up of a number of patterns has been used for each of the 
facades, but the dcaign on one-half of a fo^de corresponde to that, or almost so, on the 
other. 

The present beauty of the building is spoilt to a great extent by the absence of 
the tiling round the top and bottom of the facades. This is owing partly to natural 
causes, and partly to the fact that for years past visitors have hacked off and carried 
away pieces of the tiling aa mementos of the place. 

Tlie coloured illnstratioiiB showing the tiled patterns, with the exception of the 
Plates numbered from XXXIX to X1,V, incltmive, are taken from the east aide of the 
north facade and the south side of the east % 8 de. The patterns on the west side of the 
north facade are almost the counterpart of those on the eastern side of the same facade: 
whilst the designs on the north side of the east %ado are like those on the aoutl/side. 
The patterns on the east corner of the south front (Plate IX), the only portion of tliat 
side of the mausoleum which is standiug, ao closely resemble those on the north-east 
tuigle of the building that they have not been reproduced. 

Two half-elevations of the tomb, one of the east and the other of the north fojado, 
are presented on Plates XI and XXR^ From thoso the position of the patterns 
depjtcted in the coloured iUnstrations may be seen. In order that the designs may be 
easily recogniae<i tlie plates are marked alphabetically and the letter assigned to each is 
^ven upon the skeleton elevation, showing the exact position from which the pattern 
it illustrates has been taken. Plates XII to XYII; XIX to XXIII and XXV to 
XXVTI are from the east fagade, and as they are drawn to a large scale they need 
little in the way of description. The principal colours employed are blues, greens, 
oranges, vemiillioofi, lakes, &c. They are iu a variety of delicato shades, wliich like 
the peculiar metallic lustre of the glaring, it m impossible to reproduce exactly on a 
drawing. The different hues have been matched as nearly as possible, and for all 
practical intents and purpxises they are exact reproductions of the originals. It ia 
impossible to describe the full effect of the tiling, there ia that about it which baffles 
description, and to be fully appreciated it must be seen. A poculiarity about it ia tlmt 
the colours appear to change with the light, and whnt at one time is eeou, say, as 4 
dark blue, appeai-a at another as q^uite a different shade of the same oolemr. 
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Before exADuning tlic illuBtratidns, it may be UBefial to direct attention to Boniie 
extracts from Sir George Bird wood’s Industrial Ar(^ of India on the manufacture of 
Indian encaustic tiles and pottery. !Moat of the doIoutr used in the manufacture of the 
Sind and Panj^b tiles are found upon the walls of the Chin i-k ii-E, a u 2 a, and as liir 
as one can judge the eaamellriig was prepared In the same w'ay as these tiles. 

“ The glazed pottery of Sindh," says Sir G. Birdwood^ “ is made principally at 
Hala, Hyderabad, Tatta, and Jerruck, and that of the Panjftb atXjahore, Multfln, Jung, 
Delhi and elsewhere:. The chief places for the manufacture of encanstie tdes are at 
Bnlri and Saidpur in Sindh. It is said that the invasion and con^Iuest of Cliina by 
ChingiE Khan, 1212, was tbo event that made known to the rest of Asia and Europe 
the art of glazing earthenware \ but, in fact, the Saracens from the first need glazed 
tiles for covering walls, and toofe, and pavemente, and of course with a view to deoorativa 
effect. The use of these tiles had come down to them in an mbroken tradition from 
the time of the “Temple of Seven Spheres,” or Birs-i-Nimrud, at Borsippa, near 
Babylon, of the temple of Sakkara b b^ypt, and of the early trade between China and 
Egypt, and Chma and Oman, and the valley of the Tigris and Euphrates. Diodorus, 
describing (after Cteaias) the carcular wall of the royal palace at Babylon, says : “ The 
whole portrayed a royal hunting scene, beautiful with divers ookiured forms of men and 
beasts, baked in the clay, and much like unto nature .... There was Simiramkt, 
killing a tiger, and by her side her husband Ninos, piercing his speai- through a lion.” 
Glazed tiles had, however, fallen into comparative disuse before the rise of the Saracens, 
and it waa undoubtedly the couqueata of Chingiz Khan, A^D. 1206-1227, which 
extended their general nee throughout the nations of Isl&m. The glazed pottery of the 
Ponjilb and Sindh probably dates from this peticMl, and, as we shall presently see, waa 
directly influenced by the traditions survivbg in Persia of the ancient civilisationa of 
Nineveh and Babylon. It is found in the sbape of drinking cups, and water bottles 
(cf. pot and Latin poto, I drink), jars, bowls, plates, and dishes of all shapes and sizes, 
and of tilea, pinnacles for the tops of domes, pierced wbduws, and other architectural 
Accessories. In form, the bowls, and jars, and vases may be clasaified as egg-shaped, 
turbaud, melon, and onion-shaped, in the latter the point rising and widening out 
graccfolly mto the neck of a vase. They are glazed in turquoise, of the most perfect 
transparency, or in a rich dark purple, or dark green, or golden brown. Sometimes 
they are diapered all over by the pdle-swr-pdic method, with a conventional flower, the 
seventi, or lotus, of a lighter oolour than the ground. Generally they are ornamented 
with the univemal knop and flower pattern, in compartments formed all round the bowl, 
by epacea alternately left uncciloored aod glazed in colour. Sometimes a wreath of tha 
knop and flower pattern is einiply painted round the bowl on a white ground. 

“ ilr. Drury Fortnum, in bis report on the pottery at the International Exhibition 
of 1373, abservea of the Sindh pottery *' The turquoise blue painted on a paste beneath 
a glaze, which might have been unearthed in Egypt or Phmnicia—a amall bottle painted 
in blue or wbit&—is of the same blood and bone os the ancient wares of Thebes .... 
But the tiles ore very important. , , , , They are in general character similar to, 
although not so carefully mode as, the Oriental tiles kno^vn os Fcraian, which adorn the 
old mosKjues of Egypt, Syria, Turkey, and Persia .... The colours used upon them 

^ ImduHrml ArfM cf Indian bj iir 0, Ei^dwood, pfigei 0)04 gi 
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(tfo rich coppergfCGn, n g^olden bfown, and dnrk and ttirqiioiae blue , , , , The 
^tiquary, the artist, iind the mannlHetiinsr will do well to study'Ihese warca. Ab in 
their siUc and woollen &br!es, tlieir metnl work and other manufactures, on inherent 
feeling for and a power of producing bunnony in the distribution of colour and in 
Burface dccortitiun exists amongst the Orientals, tvliich we should study to imitate, if 
not copy. It is not for BUropeans to estahli^ schools of art, in a country the productions 
of whose remote districts are a school of art in themselves, iar more capable of teaching 
than of being taughh' 

It is a rare pleasure to the eye to see in the polished comer of a native room 
one of these large turquoise blue sweetmeat jars on a fine Xlruian rug of luimum red 
ground, aplashed 'with dark blue and yello-w. But the sight of wonder is, when travelling 
over the plains of Persia or India, suddenly to come upon an enoaustic-tiled mosque. 
It is coloured all over in yellow, green, blue, and other hues; and as a distant view of 
it is caught at sunrise, its stately domes and glittering minarets seem made of the purest 
gold, like glass, enamelled in azure and green, a fairy-like apparition of inexpressible 
grace and the most enchanting splendor. 

“ In giving the following receipts of the different preparations used in enamelling 
Sindh and Panjilb pottery, it Is as well to say that they are of little practical value out 
of those countries. It will be noted that a great deal is thought, by the native 
manufacturers, to depend on the particular wood, or other fuel used, iu the baking, 
which, if it really InHuences the result, makes all attempts at iniitaliug local varieties 
of Indiaa pottery futile. 

In the gl azin g and colouring two preparations are of essential importance, 
namely literally glass, and oxides of lead. In the Punjab the two kinda 

of ixtnch used are distinguished as Anfffezi ixtrichi, ‘ English glaze,' and ded-kaiwfiit 
‘ countiy glaze.’ '’**** * 

The ornamental designs are either painted on off-hand, or a pattern is pricked out 
on paper, which is laid on the vessel and dusted with tho pow'dcred color along the 
prickings, thus giving a dotted outline of the design, which enables the potter to paint 
it in with all the greater freedom und dash, It is the vigorous drau'ing, and free, 
im|>ulsivc painting of this pottery wLioh are among its attractions.”^. 

The enamelled pottery of Sindh and the Fauj^b is a sumptuary and not a village 
art, and is probably not older than the time of Cenghiz Khan. In all the imperial 
Mogul cities of India where it is practised, especially In Lohor and Delhi, the tradition 
is that it was introduced from China, through Persia, by the Afghan Mongols through 
the mfluence of Tamerlane’s Chinese wife; and it is stated by independent European 
authorities thatj^the beginning of omamentiug the walls of moSques with coloured tiles 
in India was contemporary with the Mongol conquest of-Persia. But in Persia the 
ancient art of glazing earthenware had eoma down in an almost unbroken tradition fl'om 
the period of the greatne® of Chaldma and Assyria, and the name Kasif by which tho 
art is known in Persia and India, is probably the same Semitic w'ord, kcts, gloss, by which 
a is known in Arobio and Hebrew, and carries us bock direct to tlie manufacture of 
glass and enamek, for which the "great Zidon” was already famous 15Q^ > years before 
Christ. The pillar of emerald in the temple of Melcartb, at Tyre, which Herodotus 

* Imduitriat ArU b; Q, BlT^wcod,, SlO. 
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dcecribes as shining biightly in the night, " can,*^ obaerves !£ctiric1i, “ hardlj* have lieen 
anythiug else than n hoDow cylinder of green glisa, in which, as at Gades, n lamp burnt 
perpetually," Tlia designs used for the decoratian of this glazed pottoiy in Sindh and 
the Paiij4b also go to prove how much it has been influenced PerRian e:caniplef^ 
and the Persian tradition of the ancient art of Xineveh and Babylon, The “hnop and 
flower” patteim, which we all know in Greek art as the '^honeysuckle and palmette'^ 
pattern, appears in infinite variations on everything, 

“ The old glazed tiles to be seen in India are always from Mahomniedan. buildings^ 
and they vary in style with the period to which the buildings on w'hich they orcj found 
belong I from the phdn turquoise blue tiles of tiie earlier Pathnn petiodj A,D. 11D3-1254, 
to the elaborately-designed and many-colored tiles of the latter part of the great 
Moghul period, A,D. 155G-I750, Wherever also the Mahommedans extended their 
dominion they would appear to have developed a local variety in these tiles. The India 
Museum baR same remarkable examples of glazed tile a from the rains of Ganr, the old 
Mohommedun capital of Bengal, wlilch was erected into n separate kingdom almost 
slmultaneousty with Delhi itself Mahommed Bathtiar, the conqueror of Bihar, under 
Xatub-udHlin, became, A,D, 1203, first king of the dynasty, which ruled there until the 
state vras absorbed Into Akbar*8 vast empire, A<D. lorS. But the city of Gaur 
'was a &mous capital of the Hindus long before it was token possession of by the 
Miihommediins. Tlie Sena and Bcllalo dynasties seem to hove resided there, and no 
doabt, says Mr, Pergusson {Hiidory of hydian /IrcAitecfmie, pages 546 ef. seg.) adorned 
it with temples and edifices worthy of their famci Be this as it may, some of the 
oldest of the India Museum Gaur tiles are not of any style of Mahommedau glazed 
tiles ktio'wn elsewhere in India, and have a marked Hindu character, quite distinct 
from the blue, and dia].>ered and banded tiles which are distinctive of Mahunmiedan 
manufacture elsewhere In India, before the florid designs of the Mogol period name 
into vogue. It is qulto possible therefore that enamelled pottery was made in India 
long anterior to the age of Cenghiz Khan, It would be well to examine any rums about 
the Sena capital of Nuddea for old tiles to compare with those of Gaur. It is not at 
nil improbablfl that in a country of brick architecture like Bengal, glazed bricks were 
used by the Buddhists and Hindus for ages before the Mahommedau conquest. 

Returning to the illustrationH; Plate XIX presents a detail drawing of the 
parapet and frieze band round the top of the fafodes. Between the frieze and the 
parapet is a concave-Bhaped inouidiug, pi-ojecting 10" in advance of the face of the 
parapet, which continues right round the facades, and breaks up over the large archwava 
in front of the vestibules in the centre of the fEi^adesL 

Piute XX shows a panel over a smali window in the south end of the east Iront^ 
lighting the room on the first floor in the south-west angle. It corresponds, and ia the 
counUrpart in design to the panel marked D on the elevation Plate XI. It is one of 
the largest panels in the building. Piercing the bottom of the panel is a window I'-fi" 
wide by 2'-5" in height. Tlie window frame is in sandstone, surrounded by a white 
tiled border, studded with blue and crimson tiles with trefoil enda The ground of the 
panel is of an ochre colour, and let in upon it are three flowering trees. One extends 
from the head of the window to the top nf the panel, which, as the iUustrution shows 

* Arti p/ bj Sir G. Bird wood, pag^ et 
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h engi'fiiled, and on endi side of tiie window opening is a tree. The trunlis and 
branthea ai‘e represented in deep crimson, the leaves in light green, whilst the flowers 
are dipicted in dilfeTent bright hnea. 

Tlie joints of the tiles are shown on the drawing, and where tiles have fallen one 
can distinctly see, as in the case of the panel over the north window (Plate iVlII), 
that the patterns which the tiles w'ore to asanme were flrst traced ont on the face of 
the plaster coating the walls and'the tiles afterwards fitted to them. 

Plate XXI represents the archway over the door on the gronnd floor leading 
into the room on the south-east angle of the buUduig. It is marked K on the 
elevation Plate XI, and ia one of the prettiest pieces of tiling in the building. The 
ground of the tymjpmium of the arch is a deep royal blue, and embedded in it and 
permeating throughout the field is a creeper in orange with white flowers. A striMng 
but agreeable contrast to this is made in the spandrils of the arch, which are 
of orange inlaid with a delicate scroll looped together at intervals with blue roaettea 
The tendrils are of a plum colour, the loavDS green and the flownra, which remind 
one somewhat of a fuchsia, iu blue, plum, &c. Merging from the tendrils in two 
or three places, and filling up the space between the scrolls are bunches of pomegranates. 
Enclosing the whole is a floral border in orange, green and white upon a blue ground 
edged with white and green tiling. The same or nearly the same border is found 
round all the panels throughout the fkgades. The tiling upon the lower portion of the 
archway lias decayed, and where it has &llen, the plaster key into which it was bedded 
can be seen and behind it the brickwork, which in many cases, as before meutioned, 
runs as many as seveu courses to the fooh 

The next illustration, Plate XXII, shows two panels marked J on the elevation, 
immediately below the window lighting the first floor room on the east corner of the 
tomb; whilst Plato XXIII represents the narrower panels upon the aides of these. 
Plate XVI (H on the elevation) shows a panel on the north side of that given on Plate 
XXIII. It is one by itself and the design upon it ia quite diflbrent to any of the 
othcTH, It has been di'awn to a larger scale than the other itlostrations, in order that 
the jolnta between the diffijrent pieeea of fcilo nmking up the design may be clearly 
seen, and to show that the eiiAmelled surface of the walls is not uU in one piece,” but 
is really a mosaic worked out in tiloSw The ground of the panel in contradistinction to 
most of the others is of a plum colour and forma a striking contract—they being all of 
Inigliter hues. An the illustratiou shows, the pattern k made np of a nuiul>er of 
distinct and separate piecea of tflea In keeping with most of the panels thia one ia 
engrailed at the top. Extonding from the bottom to the crown of it is a stiff straight 
otom in orange ; and branching out from it and bending over in curved lines towards tlie 
aides of the panel nro minor sterna terminating in flower enda. Like all the other designs, 
thu flowenfi (ire conventionalized and it ia impossible to say what they represeiit. 
Generally speaking, the flowers are not shown in perspective, but in some eoseg tba 
turn-over ends of the leaves ore represented in one colour and the in anothtir. 

In the example before us the leaves xesemble tho acanthus. Tliey are in ochre 
and green, and no attempt of shading is made The calyvvs of the flowers ore in 
green and the turn-over sides of the leaves are shown in ochre, the undersidea 
boiJig represented liy orange. In all cases the main stems of the plants arc shown 
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fipringiog from the ground, which is depicted in vurioua coloum and generally in the 
form of ft wigment. 

The tirree panels shown on Plate XXV are from the Bouth side of the large 
central panul lettered 1> on the elevation, and those shown on Plate XXVI are 
innnediately below them, whilst the two panels represented on Plate XXVTI are from 
the north side of the panel marked D. 

The remaining plates dealing with the exterior decoration of the nmusoletim, with 
the exception of a few from the west, or river fumade, are taken from the north front. 
These should be studied along with Plate XXIV, which is a half elevation of the north 
side of the building. As in the case of the p^e^’^ous plates illustrating the tiling on 
the caift front, the panels are lettered alphabetlofttly and the corresponding letter in 
given on the elevntioa so that the positions the panels occupy on the building may be 
easily recognized. 

As the rooms on the first floor are adequately lighted from the east, the architect 
did not deem it necessary to oonstnict windows towards the south, but he nmrhed the 
position they would have occupied, by blind windows placed over the doorways on the 
groimd floor. One of these windo^va is shown on. Plate XX l^TTI Over irhat would 
have been the apertore of the window is a tiled lattice desired after a Chinese model 

in width by 2'-4* in height, surrounded by a border corresponding to that round 
the windows lighting the angle-rooms looking towards the east and which are shown 
on Plate XX The pattern of the lattice resembles those used for filling up the wall 
■recesaes in the Khw&bgahatFathpnrSlkr i—^the small unprctentioiia apartment 
in which Aibar iivan wont to spend most of his time when at hia auinmer capitoL S imilar 
designs are met with in Chincae work, and it is not impossible that some of the workmen 
employed on the decoration of the Chin l-k 4-R a n z a came from China or Japan, or 
more probably the designs travelled from China into Persia and from thenoe to India, 
Tlie pattern is composed entirely of straight bars placed at right angles to eaeb other 
BO as to form a umuber of square and oblong spaces which are alternately filled in with 
white and red tiles, the divisional bars being in blue. Up the centre of the panel is a bar 
corresponding with the meecing rail of a casemcrit window and its face is ornamented 
with V ahnjjed tiles laid alternately in green and yellow oom-sea. Surrounding the 
lattice is a field of green tiles, Inlaid with conventionally tretited flowers in various bright 
colours. The field is edged with very narrow bine tiles, worked into the shape of an 
arch over the top of the lattice. Enclosing this ^ain is a rectangular frame in -i ery 
narrow blue tiles, and the spandril pieces between it and tlm arch are kid with dork 
gamboge tiles set Lu w^hich are delicate floral scrolls, the colours harmonizing with the 
flowers aurroonding the lattice within. 

Plate XXIX shows the panels marked E on the north elevation, below and over 
the blind window just described. The designs of the flowers are more realistic than 
many of the othera Tho pattern upon the upper of the two panels may 1>6 inteuded 
for n lily, whilst that upon the lower was pmhably meant to represent a passion flower. 
It should be mentioned that in tliia instance the flowers arc shown to some extent in 
perspective by representing the pntak in diflerent oobura. In both panels a dork 

background has been employed, and this forms a pleasing contrast to the bright ground 
mTarlably used. 
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The two iMinels illuatrated oh Plate XYX are betwoon those Ediowa on the 
procedm^ plate and the head of the doorway on the ground floor. They are niiirkad 
B, B, on the elevation. 

Plate XXXI rtpreflonta four panels between the polygonal shaft at the comer of 
the building and the doorway leading into the ground-fluor corner-roora. They are 
lettered A, A, on the skelotan elevation, Plate XXIV, and Eko the eight panels 
depicted on Plates X XXI I and XXXIII, they are much narrower than the panda on 
the west of the doorw'ay, though of the somo height The extra width of the western 
panels Is acegunted for by the fact that’ the doorway is not in the centre of the facade. 
It is placed as it shonld be in the centre of tbo room into which it leads, on the west 
side of which there may have been a staircaae leading to the first ttoor. If the doorway 
had been placed in the middle of the exterior wall, it would have looked out of place os 
it would have been too dose to the staircase and not in the centre of the room. 

The patterns on the panels shown on Plates XXXI, XXYTT and XXXIII, like 
those represented on Plate XXX, are more realistic than many of those portrayed on 
the other panels. They are not so stiff, and the leaves and flowerB are disposed in 
graeoful curves so as to leave no gaping spaces so detrimental to true dedgn. In 
some instances white grounds have l>een introduced, and with a pleasing result. The 
tw^o panels shown on the right of those depicted on Plate XXXII are very effective, 
notwithstanding the stifi&iess of the stems which reach in one straight lina fmin the 
bottom almost to the top of the panels. The bell-like fiowers in blue in the bottom of 
the panel bend over from the top of the stalk upon an orange ground. They look 
extremely weD, and the effect is heighten od by making the outer border in white. 

The four panels shown on Plate XXXI11, and marked E on tho devation, are not 
so pleasing os those shown on Plates XXXT and XXXII. Thi:!^' are altogether stifier 
and the oolonra do not harmonise so well The tops of the two upper panels have 
decayed, and os the patterns are not traceable they could not be repi'oduccd. Plates 
XXXIV, XX X y and X X X VI are h'om the west side of the blind window shown on 
Plate XX IV'- 

There were two other panels between those shown on Plato XXXIV and the 
frieze round the top of the building, a detail drawing of which was given on Plate XIX, 
bat they have crumbled away or have been hacked off, like the panels round the Ijottom 
of the w'otls, by visitors wishing to cany away pieces of the tiling as mementos of the 
building. The panels shown on Plates XXXVII and XX X V L IT, being out of reach, 
have so far escaped demolition, but there is nothing left of the patterns between them 
and the stone plinth round the base of the building. 

The tiled panels on the north aide of the tomb are in a better state of preservation 
than those on the other fronts, and, where they have fallen or have been destroyed, the 
pittenm of the panels can generally he traced from the imprcEsioD the tilca have left on 
the stucco into which they were embedded. Tbis is more particularly the cose upon 
tlie comice. 

On the west fa^e also the positions w'Mch the tiles occupied are veiy noticeable. 
Some of the patteme found on the other facades have been reproduced on the west aide 
of the Ttuliding intermingled with other designs. The mtjst atrikhig and interesting of 
these arc presented on Plates XXXIX to XU 11, inclooive. 
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The pfttiela grren on Plate XX'XI X are immediately over the archway aliown on 
Plate XLIII above the ground-floor door leading into the north-west oornor room, 
and those represented on Plate ^TjT come between them and the bottom of a large 
panel round the window on the hrst door, oorreBpoudiug with that shown on Plate XX. 
The two panela shown on Plate XL are to the north of the doorway and impinge upon 
the polygonal shaft extending up the corners of the building from the ground to the roof, 
a detail drawing of which was given on Plate Xlll. The panels shown on Plate 
XLTI are taken from the sides, one from the north and the other from the eout-h side of 
the large panel round the first floor window, and it will be noticed how entirely different 
they ore from any of the other panels. In both instances yellow coloured vases upon a 
green background edged with an engrailed border in dark erimson occupy the place of 
the conventional plants found on the other panels, and in both cases an orange field has 
been used round the upper part of the panels. The vases are unlike in shape. In one 
ease a broad shoi't-necked va^e has been used and in the other a -shaped one. 
Protruding from the vases are flowers so disposed as to nicely fill up the field between 
the vase and the engrailed top of the panel. 

The broad short-necked jar or vase stands in a flat white dish striped vrith 
yellow bands; the lip of the jar is of a dark crimson colour and its short neck 
is white. Bound the neck and circling the shoulder of the vase is a collar of broad 
white loaves studded with blue flowers with red petals. Tlie body of the vase from 
the bottom of the collar downwards is decorated with blue leaves. On each side of the 
vase is a double-handled water bottle (simfiAi) in light vermillion with crescent-shaped 
hands of white stretching downwards from a narrow black band round the lower ^ 
portion of the neck of the vase, 

Similar vases and bottles are commonly used in the ornamentation onJahfingir 
and Shah Jahi n's edifices, and they arc frcqaeiitly met with upon f ti mad-nd- 
daulah’s tomb and moat of the AgrH buildings of any note, but arc Eeldom or ever 
: find them upon the Moghul structures prior to J ahflng i r’a time. They are found not 
I only on tombs, but ou domestic buildings as well. 

The ?of-j-shaped vase sJiown on the panel given at Pig. 1, Plate X LTT , stands alone 
and is unsupported by the water bottle. White has been used for the neck, but instead of 
the collar of flowers mid wreaths used upon the vessel presented at Fig. 2, Plate XLII 
to break up the orange colom'cd body, a horizontal band of blue tjuatrefoils between 
borders of dark orimson has been employed. The vase has two enake-shaped handles, 
hat being coloured vemiillion they can hardly he seen agiiinst the bright yellow and 
bine colouring of the vusii. 

Plate XXI ropresents tlie archway over the door on the ground floor of the 
east facade and Plate XLITI exemplifies the style of ornameut upon that over the 
corresponding door on the west fiigade, Li the former, blue tiUng waa used in tha 
t j/mpanum of the arch, and orange for the spandrils; whereas in this inistance, as the 
drawing shows, ochre has been employed in the tympanum and white for the spandriis. 
The floral oruanientation both upon the tympanum and the spandrils is totally difibrent 
from that upon the arch on the oast fayade represented on Plate XXI. 

Tlie entrance vestibules in the cenfre of the facades (see plan, Plate Vll), though 
square in plan, are ceiled by semi-domes (see section, Plate X). Thu springing Ime uf 

^ Sd nitniGtt the leu, a nmtl] matal D9e4 Iof drinking utH ililutiGii bj aad Mabueuiicdjiiii. 
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the dome is marked by ti deep cornice of concave section, projected anflSeiently to 
catch the ends of the ribs of the groining forming the soffit of the dome. 

The cornice, after running round the three innar aides of the vestibule, was carried 
Up round the soffits of the great arch olosing the top of the vestibule. Only a 
fragment of the cornice remaioB to prove this was the case, and it is shown in detail on 
Pl^ XLIV. The ground of the cornice was divided into a series of long panels with 
scalloped or f<nled ends, in orange coloured tiles, enclosed by a narrow edging in blue 
and white, surrounded by a border of green inlnid with undulating floral scrolls in 
various coloum Flowers in blue, white and green, connected with tendrils spirally 
arranged, were let in to the orange field of the panel, whilst m places leaves are 
curled round and tiimod over the blue and white edgings enclosing the panel. The 
treatment is most effective, and to be appreciated ahould be seen,—as it is impossible to 
reproduce on a drawing the peculiar transparency and metalic lustre peculiar to the 
tiling. The section of the cornice is shown at the bottom of the drawing. 

The vestibules (see Plate XJ are covered by half domes, “ which seem to rise from 
accretlous of prismatic Atalactit e^.” Round the base of the dome are arched panels, 
aeparaied by the ril>a of the groining which continually intersect one another and 
form all kinds of small prlsnmtic divisions as they converge upw^ards towards the crown 
of the dome. The va^ting ts similar to that employed by the iloora in Spain in the 
omamentatioD of their vanlts and niches, known as sia/itetiVe vanlting. 

plate XT.iV is a detail of the panels and groining round the base of the vaulting. 
The patterns upon the panels—like moat of the interior decoration, as distinet from the 
exterior decoration—are paintod upon the surface of the plaster. In aotne matancea 
the colours have deteriorated, and where this is $o they have purposely been omitted 
on the illustration. 

On the lower panels we again meet with the vases seen on the outside of the 
building, and above them was a golden sci'oll. 

The vestibules lead into the octagonal cenotaph chamber within the mausoleum 
(ace Plan Plate VII), which is covered with a dome 37^-0" in height, Bunuounted (see 
section Plate X) by a cupola standing on a sisteen-sided base, rising conriderahly above 
the roof of the building, which was constructed, as mentioned before, solely for effect s 
sake to lend additional importance to the design. 

The whole of the outside of the cupola was coated with square blue and yellow 
tiles laid in diagonal bands (Plates \'I and XLVI). Round tlie upper edge of the base 
of the dome ia a belt of variegated tiling which is ahowm on Plate XLVI, and beneath 
it is a string moulding under which is a frieze band, also in tiling, the pattern of 

which is depicted on Plate XLVI I. ^ ^ 

Rut again returning to the cenotaph chamber, we find four out of the eight sides 
fsee plan, Plate VII) are pierced by square openinga leading to the v^ibnlea on tli© 
north south, east and west ddes whilst the remmiiing four are formed into pentagonal 
recesses, covered by half domes. The walla and the ceilings were covered with stucco 
and were originally painted with exquisite floral and other patter^ Owing to the tomb 
havii^ been used os a residence by the zaiiiinddr (farmer) cnltivoting the sOTroim ' ing 
fields, only a few tracw of the decoration ore left to us, as the smoke frtJm Im fir^hoa 
almost completely destroyed the paintings. They are shown on plates numbered from 
XLVni to LVIL 
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Plate L is a repwdootion ef a phetograi* shewing the crown of the dome tata 
W Urn floor of the oenoUph elmonber, atal Plate XLVlllm a J 
pmated deeoration upon the medaJlion or centre piece. The soflit of the dome 

corhellad out into seven concentric hmieyeoinled niiga. , „r ,i„ j,m,. 

The section through the building {Plate X) shows the eenstmctiou the dome. 

wliilst Plate 5XIX eluoidatea tha style of painted decoration upon ite snrTiu^ 

Plates UT and L.III Ulufitratc the nature of the ornamentation upon^ie lower 
part of the soffit or ceiliug of the dome. The flowers fonuiug the wreaths between e 
Lined intersoetions are conventioDaliseA Tliey nre pmtioularly we diai™. and ^e 
different tangential ourvos flow graeefuUy one out of the other and tdl np, but do not 

crowd, the gromed ^ces, j i u 

The honeycombed vaulting of the dome springs froni a deep and bold coneave 

moulding running round the top of the lower and octegonal portion of the r^m on a 
level vnth tlve first floor (see Plato H), The ground of the cornice was poiiit^, as 
Plate Lrv shows, a deep choealate, upon which rich scrolls in light blue and a deeper 
shade of chocolate, enriched with floral wraths in gold and deep green, were pamted- 
Tlie nose of the moulding is flat and ita face wins coloured a dark rich blue, bordered 
with narrow bands in gold. Upon the blue ground was an undulating scroB, united by 
golden links of white flowers shaded red. 

As before mentioned, the sides of the octagonal eenotaph chamber (Plates Vlf 
aud X) are deeply recessed from the face of the main wall ot the room. The rewases 
on four of the rides are equaro and we pierced with doorways leading to the vestibules 
on the north, south, east and west rides of the dmmber, whilst the other four are of a 
pentagonal shapcL Ail are wtshed at the top* and the fipaodrils over the arches ore 
most exquisitely and chastely painted with arabeaques in rich and beautiful colonra. 
The desigtia vary, inasinuch as those upon the spandrils in the forepart of the 
pentagonal recesses are diflereut to those upoa the si»ndrils over the four wches in 
front of the entrancos. The arabesques upon the spaudrila over four of the arches we 
raised about i of an inch from the surface (Plate LV), whereas thoac over the other 
arches (Plate LYl) aro only printed on the face of the stucco. Here the backgrounds 
of the spaadrils are coloured white, whereas the others we painted a deep Indian red. 

In the centre of each spandril is ft circular plaque in blue, edged with leaves in 
gold in the case of one and blue in the ease of the other, insmbed with the names of 
Allah and Muhammad in Arabic characteis. Floral serollfi flow from the rim of the 
plaque in graceful spiral twists and completely fill up the field of the fipandriJ, From 
their formation it ks evident they are the work of no mean artist, but were executed by 
men thoroughly an fait with their craft and who worked for the love of it 

The outer edges of the spandrils are splayed (see section on the Imttom of Plate 
LVI) and are decorated with a creeper in gold and white upon a blue ground encloaed 
between two gilded tooth-tnould^ borders. 

Between the top of the spandriLi and the cornice below the springing of the dome 
(see section, Plate X) covering the room—the surface of the wall b sunk out with oblong 
panels inscribed with Arabic texts in Toghra charactetSL The letters are gilded, whilet 
the ground of the panels is blue. Tliey are enclosed by rabed Ucrdei s in rctl up*n 
which panels are printed with trefoil ends, contrinmg floral devieea in deep chocolate 
with gold- 
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Tlie borders continue down tl\e ffloe of tbe piers, which are cut Up by smaE 

panels coloured blue, decorated with flowers. &c. * j • _:„t. 

The soffits of the reeesse* ere oeUed by .(.rfoetite helf domes deeoreted m rich 
eoloura in keeping with the reel of the ehambcr. An iUustmtron of one ot t^he eeiW 
is presented L Pkte LTII, fronr which the style of decoretien eon 
Uirfortunotely. as monUoned before, the enlours have been to s greet extent spodt by 

smote from thesamfoddrt fires, who for some years made the m 

Althenwh hegrrmed with smoke and dirt, they are sUll diseennble, and, as far as 

possible" hare been faithfiillyroprodnead on the drawings. th. 

It is imposmble to say by whom the nhamber was decorated. It » 
artists were ofno mean imdsr, and altbongh most of the denorakon ““y ^ 
by Indian artists, it is not improbable, judging from various indications. tbatChmsse 

ilt'corjitors flussistccl in tJi'© worlc- 

"s deeply to be regretted that mere emo was not taken in ?».•« I™ 

tile mansoleum, which is certainly one of the most mlerestmg in ^o era _ 
Time has no doubt had much to do with the present condition rf the 
time has net done men hmt The tiling on the exterior has been ^ 

by viaitors without taste wishing to carry away to distant homes aonvenn. of ^ . 

For whom flie tomb was built we do not know. It W no ^a, bnt m 
traditionally ascribed to Afsal Kh4n. a poet who died at Labdr in A.D. . 
likelihood it was built durmg Au r a ng b’s time. 


1 




* CHAPTEfiia 


EXAilPLES OF THE STYLE OF DECOEATIOK USED UPON ITIMAD- 
UD-DAULAH’S TOilB, AGRA, AND THE KIOSQUES ROUND 
AKBAR’S TOSIB AT SIKANDRA. 

SluiLiB tiling to tliAt Ufied for dccarating the exterior of the Ch int-kii-R a n xa 
was, as mentioned In the introductory chapter, employed for covering the outside of 
the kioaqiies round the third door of A k b a r’a tomb atSikandra (see Plate LYIII), 
commenced by A k h a r himself but completed by hie son JahAugjr between A. D. 
1G05 and 1615. As the work is so closely allied to that upon the C h i ^ i-k k-R a u z a, 
specimens of a few of the principal patterns arc exemplified on Plates LIX to LXIII. 

Plate LIX Fig. 1 ropreaent'S the cupola of one of the kiosqnes showing the 
manner in which the tiles ai'e laid, and the remaming plates show the designs in detail. 

In most cases star patterns surrounded or combined with hexagonal and other 
geometrical figures have been used. In some places portions of these patterns have 
lallen and have been replaced by tiles of a difi'ereut design, This is noticeable on Plato 
LXI. Most of the designs are geometfical, but in some cases flowering pattema have 
been introduced (see Figa 1 and 2, Plate LX, and Fig, i, Plate LXII). 

On one of the cupolas we find the ancient swr^iika worked in white (Plate LX, 
Fig. 3), upon the centre of a dork blue star, the points of which are ah green, with the 
exception of one, which ia yellow. 

In the preceding chapter it was stated that from J ah & n g I re time, in addition 
to other metiiods, the Moghul orchltectB c^d mosaic extensively in " pictra-dura “ in 
the decoration of their buildings. 

More than one volume could bo devoted to the illustration of this mode of 
ormunetitation alone, and it ia hoped that at some future time something may be done 
for this subject; but meanwhile examples of tho style are presented on Plates LXFV 
to LXYIT, The illustrations are taken from 11 i m ii d-u d-d a u 1 a h's tomb close by 
the C h i n 1-k i-R a u z a (see Plate LXVIII). It may be remomberud that i t i m a d- 
n d^ a u Uh was the father of N flr jahan, the wife of the Emperor Jahangir, 
i t i m,a d-U| d-d a u I a h originally camo h'om Teheran in Persia as an adventurer and 
was kj^wTi'fts G h a y 4 b-u d-d i n. Ho rapidly rose to distincriou and attained a high 
place at court and was honoured by Ja h4 ng S r with tho title of Iti in 4 d-u d-d a ula h. 
He died at Ko^ Enugrh in A. D. 1621 and the pi'eaent monument was erected to his 
memory by his daughter. 

Like the C h t n t'k 4-R a u z a, the mausoleum stands in the midst of a large 
garden some 180 yards square, surrounded by a w^all, except on the west or river aide, 
where a tcn^ce overlooks the Junm4. The entrance to the garden is on the east, 
through a red sandstone gateway, ornamented with marble nioaaic. On the south 
side of tho garden is another red sandstone building, whilst a third commands the 
river frontage. 
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The tomb (Tlato LXVin) stanib on a podimn; ia reotangular in abap, Md 
mcaanraa about 69 foot aacb way. In tho centre ia a la^a domri ebamber 
G b a y 6 a-u d-d i n’a tomb, and on the four comera are amiilar chambera ^nected one 

uritb the otter by veatibulea. Overtbedomcd ebamber ia another eontaunng two utoe 

marble cenotapba, aurronnded by red marble (Wmttd) bmdcra (Frg. I Plate 
inlaid witbaerina in blmab-blaek date from TJlwar. looped Ingrtber rmtb a^l rreetlea 
of whit, and a mottled marble, called «l.ri, wWoh cornea ^mJe^iir m 

Between the tomba b a band of white marble studded with Heel: rosettes of the 
same material with white centres separated by figures like Maltese eroaaee m mottled 

from Plate LXIV the tomba are not in the centre of the chamber. 
The floor round them is of marhle mosaic, the pattern of which may bo rtudi^ from 
the same piate. The ground ia of white maible, and aUrting dwgon^y from the four 
corners of the floor and surrounding the tomba in irregular twists m a leaf seroU in 

marbloofanoldgoldcoIourknowninKorthernlndiaasiliatll!. l^etginga ■" 

from the COTCaye aide of tho apiraU are largo leaves niodeUed after tlmso ^culiar to 
Persian, Arabian and Turkish ornsment, wUchflll up to a great ortont tho vaoant 
snares hotwoon tho meander, of tho scroll. Underlj-ing tho big scroU aod aubordmato 
toit ia another of intricato design in bluiah-blaek atone. laauing from tho meandering 

sides of tho acroH are flowers and ienrea composed of voriBgater. marbles. 

Surrounding tho floor is a broad chain border of leaves la black stone, IMM 
ahi (jasper) inlaid upon a field of white inarbla The borrer is reprosontod m detail 

Plate Um ia a detaU drawing of flie inlaid omamontati™ on the plinth npra 
which the cenotaph ehemher is built (Plato LXVIII). Froni Plate LXIX it vnU bo 
miou that the chmnber ia lighted by rioh traeoriod marble aoreeus supported tetwren 
sgnare piers inlaid with mosaie floral patterns. A detail drau-mg of one of the pitra 

and marble screens ia presented on Plato LXVI. . ■ 

On tho four comers of tho tomb, Plato UCS, are tnrroto conb^mg tt^o^ea 
from the gronnd floor of the mausoleum to the cenotaph chamlaw on 
fltmr In keeping with tho rest of the stnioture they arc mlaid from top to bottom 
wUh various geometrical and floral designs in msrble mosaic end vsiusble ^nes. In 
the turrets w^mve semples of both kinds of tho inlaid work spoken of before, the 
r-,...!. b marble and the “ pietra-dura.” The former style ol ornanMutation preceded 
tho latter. It was extensively used b the gateways le^ng to Akbarc tomb, ^ 
weU as the gateways around tho grounds endosiiig i t im hd-udwl an Uhs tomb. 
Ill S b 6 h J a b 4 n’s time it gave pluoo entirely to the •' pietm-dnre decoration as 

“''"’^e'tottoms of the turrets at tho four comera of the bufldiug are 
b ahano, but tho upper parts are eylbdrbal, and are surmomitsd by cupobs. Tho 
deaig.rou tho lower imd middle portions are chiefly composed of grej«trical putterns. 

whilst those upon the upper ports sro made "P “f.U 

Plate LXVII is a diagram of the orDamentotton bijou one of the toiretB. It shoim 

be studied bong with Plate. I.XX end LXXl. The form® givre a pors^olive view 
of one of the lowers along with the cenotaph chamber nnd the lower portion of tho 
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buUilmg. riate JJXXJ ahovs tlie upper part of the tm-ret, the sides of wbieb are 
pfuielleS and iulaid with vasea, cupa, cypresses, A detail dratniig of one of the |^ds 

is given on Plate LXXII. The entnmces to tlie tomb on the ground door are similarly 
dcTOrated. Ou the Eides of the entranceH are dadoes (Plate LXXIII) and the panelling 
between them and the springing of the arches over the doorways (Plate 1 jXX 1\ ), 
arc beautified with gohl«tH, water and flower vaseSj all in iniiud marble. The 

soffits of the arches over the entrauees are of a Malftctita form in white marble, 
exqnisiboly cammed with rich and delicate arabesquea, which to be appreciated should 
be seen (ITate LKXV). The writer hnows nothing more beautiful and chaste than 
the soffits of these archways, which as speciinens of Oriental carving of the early part 

of the 17tb century cannot be surpassed. 

Prom Plate T.XX it will be seen that the entire facades from the pUnth to the 
jjarapet are overlaid with mosaic. The plinth and dado are illustrated on Plate T . XW 11. 
Between the top of the dado and the oomioe round the roof, the faces of the walls are 
cut up by ai'churays and panels veneered with rich geometrical designs in marble mosaic 
hounded by fiorid borders in « pietra-dura” or mlaid work. Some of the designs are 
very beautiful, and a sample of one of the panels ia delineated ou Plate LXXTL It 
will be observed how curiously and iogeaioualy the patterns are w'orked at the top and 
bottom of the pmetB, 

Before J a h A n g 1 r’s time little in the way of mosaic ornamentation had been 
attempted by tl^e Moghul architects. Wo meet with it occasionally in Akbar’a buildings 
at Pathpflr Sikri, erected more towards the dose of hia reign; but it was not until 
T a h 4 n g i r's reign that it was extensively employed and became one of the characteristic 
features of the Moghul style. before mentioned, w'e first see inlaid work oxtensivLly 
used upon the gate cntrancee to the grounds round A k b a r’s tomb at S i k an d r a, 
erected during the first ten years of Jahftuglr’s reign, A*I1. 1605-1615. In 
itimAd-ud-daulaFs tomb (AD. 1615-1628) we have both moeaie in coloured 
marbles and inlaid w ork, but after J a h 4 n g i Pa time the mosaic omaxnentetion gave 
place entirely to and was supplanted by inlaid decoration. The finest specimens of 
the inlmd work are to be seen in the Tfij, the palaces at Agra, and those at Delhi built 
byShahJihan. 

It was just prior to S h 4 h .7 a h fi n's time that the inlaid style of ornamentation 
called “pietra-dura" came into vogue and was so extensively used in Ploreneo end 
other places in Europe, It is generally thought it was introduced &om Italy by the 
Ittdlau artists m.Sh4h Jah4n's setvdoe. 

No attempt has been made in this report to illustrate fully the omanientation 
upon 11 i m 4 d-u d-d a u 1 a h’s T o ra b, as it is intended to devote a scjiarate volume 
to the subject; but the illustratiotis presented atlbrd some idea of the style of decoration 
amployed by the architect in the en richment of the la^adeSp Plates LXXI11, 

LXSYI and LXKVII, though they show the patterns, lieing photo-etchings, cannot 
afiord an idea of the colouring of the various marbles employed. 
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SIKA^^)Ki, THE KASCH MAHAL. 

A little way to the east of the main entraticc to A k b a r‘s tomb at S t k a ad r sL, 
within a walled garden, presented some thirty years ago by Govenunent to the Chorch 
iVlissionary Society, ie a very line spcciiuea of early 17th century donieBtic architecture. 
The house was prohtibly built by the Emi>eror J a h i n g i r for Ida queen J o d h B a i, 
iia it is sumetiniea called J o d h B i fs M a h a I By others it is known as B1 r B a Ta 
house, but the iLsual appellation it goes under is the Xineh Mahal, and this on 
account of the encaustic tiling omatiKnttDg the north facade. The style of its 
urehitecture belongs to the early part of the 17 th century, when the ttoridness which 
marks, and is so eharnctcrbstic of, the later iloghul style commeiiced to be &3hionable. 
It could hardly therefore have belonged to B i r B a 1, who wes killed tu battle iu A.D- 
158S, 

TJie re.stdence stands on tlie right hand side of the main road leading from Ag r il 
to S ika n d rA, but as it is bidden among the treca of the garden it can hardly be seen 
by |*as.sers-hy. The pkeo W'aa probably erected by Jahingir as a country-seat 
where tlie E«i];>eror and bis wife, J o d h B ii I, eouW retire from the court at Agri to 
enjoy the quietness of tbe country, and within view of the bcautiftil grounds surrounding 
the mausoleum he had ^ected to the memory of his illufitrious father, A k b a r. 

Externally th.» house roeasurea SS'-IO* by 45^-2*, It is two atoreyn bigh (Plate 
LXXVIII) and on the ground door (Piste LSXIX) is a central hall IG feet square, 
with three rooms in its north and three on its south side. The mkldle rooms on the 
cast and west sides of the ball in the centre of the building are sepatatud from it by a 
range of coupled columns (see section, Plate XiXXXI) standing on a broad pUuth 
S^-9" high. The spaces or bays between the columns arc open. The shafra of Uie 
columns are octagonal, and the sides are carved with the chevron so frequently 
met with iu Muhannnadan buildings of the period. Tiie bases are fan-Bhaped and 
rest upon a moulded plinth, whilst the capitals are of Bie tUnlaciite form. In one or 
two instances ^miil»r columns are found in the Fathpnr Sikri buildings erected 
durbg Ak bar's reign, but they were not commonly used till -T ahanglrs time. 
Traversing the tops of the columns, on a level with the floor of the upper storey, is a 
(AtneUed entablature surmounted by a plain concave cornice, which horizontally 
divides the walls of the hall into two parts. The hidl is now open from tlie floor to the 
roof, and aromid the upper part is an arcading (see first floor plan, Plate LXXX). 
Tbe piers of the arcades are square and quite plain, ami axe placed, according to 
architectural canoos, over those hi the hall below. The bays between the piers, although 
now open, were probably at ono time tilled in with stone lattices. 

Projecting from the sides of the capitals over the columns on the ground floor 
aa well as from the four comers of the hall, are moulded brackets, which in all likelihood 
aupported the struts of a light framing carrying a caaojiy stretching across the hull on 
a level with the first floor. 
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In the four comers of the buildiDg are small rooms, with plainly groined ceilings, 
leading into the chamhcrs on the cast and west sides of the hall {see groimd plan, 
Plate LXXIX). The rooms ut the east and west corners, some D'-IO' square, are 
intact, but the opposite rooms have been altered somewhat from their original shape by 
building walla across their ends. In the south-east corner room is a fright of steps, 
connecting with an Inner staircase which leads to the upper floor. On the opposite 
side of the building is a correapondiog staircase. In front of the rooms on the north¬ 
east and north-west angles of the building are two beautifully caiwed archways 
standing on a high plinth. 

From Plate LXXX it may be seen that the rooms on the upper floor are ranged 
immodiately over those on the ground floor, and that they are connected by pissages. 
The interior walls are cut up by receaaes, which were used as capboarda. At the top 
the recesses are dosed by radiating brick arches and in some jJacea they arc grouped 
together (see section, Plate LXXXI). The rooms on the north-east and north-west 
angles of the building have ba^'iirindows which overlook the grounds round A k b a r’s 
tomb. Tliese windows are the most marked feature in the building, as bay-windoxit^ 
were not commonly used by the Moghul architects, and are seldom or ever met with iu 
their buildings. In plan the windows are half hcaagons and the sides are filled in with 
pierced stone acreons (Plates T.XXX , L XXXTT T, and IjXXXI\ ). 

Projecting from the east side of the north-east room and the west aide of the 
north-west room is a square stone Imlcony supported on four elaborately ornamented 
brackets (Plate LXXXV). The sides are open, but they are closed at the top by 
a deep dripstone (see section A.B., Fig. 2, Plate LXXXI) carried on stone lintels, 
upheld on slender octagonal columns rising from the lower comers of the balconies. 
Covering tb« balconies are canopied roofs ornamented with a rich hattlcmented band of 
encaustic tiling simihir to thafsEown on Plate LXXXIII. 

Detail drawings of the are given on Plates LXXXIII and 

LXXXIV. From these it will be seen that they are carried on elaborately carved and 
moulded stone brackets tailed well into the W'sH (Fig. 2, Plate LXX XIV). Xjet into 
the face of the wall beneath the window is a sunk stone panel, sculptured upon which, 
in are two tusker elephants ridden by The elephants face each 

other and their trunks are interlocked over the centre of the panel. They are fairly 
well ficnlptured. Carved ropreaentationa of animals are forbidden by the Qurfin, but 
nevertheless el^hants. and other animals were frequently curved upon the Moghul 
buildings, and more especially upon those at FathphrSikri and g r &. In later 
times, under AurangEtb's fanatical away, the practi«»w'ag prohibited, and generally 
Moghul buildings a-ssumed altogether s plninsr appearance. 

But returning to the bay-window. Tlie floor and mullions are of stone and the 
sides of the window are flEcd in with perforated stone lattice screens with arched tops. 
In the centre of each screen is a small flat-headed opening, and beneath it is a pierced 
stone trellis. Projecting over the top of the window k a deep cave (see Fig. 2, Plate 
LXXXIII), carried on small moulded brackets, with a fringe of moulded pendants 
along the underside. Above the eaves is a red sandstone band, inJaid with buff colour^ 
jianels in stone, over which is a red sandstone string-courflc, moulded tep and bottom 
and inlaid along the front with green encaustic Idea. The top of the window is roofed 
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by a half-domo m cement, oover&cl on tbe exterior Tvitii parallel rows of star-shaped 
encanatic tilea in Hue and green embedded In hexagonal boTtiers of an orange colour. 
At the springing of the roof is a hatilemetited Jctsciot in red fiandatone, inlaid with orange 
and blue tiles. The general effeet of the tiling combined with the dark red sandstone 
traceried windows La most efiective. It la nnique and pleasing, and one wonders why 
like designs were not more Irequently used by the Moghul architects. 

From an examination of the btuldlng it would appear that only the north fumade 
was completed. The remaining fronts are built in plain brickwork in verv thin courses. 
The south front is stuccoed over, and from a modem dentdated comice over the top of 
the entrance and various other foreigu innovations, it ie evident that it k not the 
original facade. The present front was erected about the time the property was made 
over to the Church Missionary Society, 

A sido view of the east facade is presented on Plate LXXVIII and a portion of 
the west facade on Plato T.XXX V. The stone veneering on the north facade is 
continued round and stops short on the north-east and north-west corners of the building. 

The principal fiijaJe faces uorth, and not, as one would expect, towards the main 
road leading to Agrd. One rather w'onders at this, hut perhaps inJahingt r’s time 
the principal road was on the north side of the house. Supposing this not to be the 
case, the north, may have been made the principal facade ae it overlooked the grounda 
round A k b a r’s tomb, 

A general view of the house taken from the north-east is given on Plate 
T, X X V L TT, and a drawing of a half of the north fayodc on Plato LXXXII. In the 
centre of the fatado Is an exceptionally fine porch lG'-9" in length by lO'-O'' in breadth 
and Sh'-S" in height, which will be described later on. On the sides of the porch, are 
archways which covered deep recesses built on the top of the pHnth which was pulled 
down years ago to make a way into the ground floor rooma. On the north-cast and 
north-west comers of the building ore Birailar archways and a detail drawing of one 
is given on Plate LXXXVI. The tops of the archways are enclosed by square- 
headed architraves carved with undulating creepers. The intrados of the arch is 
beautified with a fringe of lotos buds, and the spandril between the extrados of the 
arch and the architrave confining it is decorated with rich leaf scrolls in red sandstone 
inlaid with white marble. 

Tlie red sandetone asldaring upon the sides of the archways and the windows above 
(Plato TiX XXT T) is cut up into numerous oblong divisions by rai.sed bands prettily 
carved with a creeper resembling that upon the architrave enclosing the archway 
detailed on Plate T.XXX Vt. In each division is a stone panel, sculptured with a 
stalh-vfii-e, supported at the base by a couple of cupa. The panels are varied In design 
(Plates LXXXVIl and LXXXVIII) and are enclosed by broad borders of raised 
geometrical ornament. lu some instances they are divided by horiKontal bauds 
into two, and others into three parts. In the upper divTalons circular leaf rosettes 
arc chiselled iu high relief, Barrounded by a scalloped frame adorned on the face by 
garlands of leaves and flowers. The lower divisions (Plate LXXXVIII) are filled in 
at the top with engrailed arches of the horse-shoe type, and the Bpandrils and aides are 
enriched with foliage. Vases sjid cups, hke thoao sculptured upon thesa panels, were 
very commonly used upon Moghul buildings erected after A k b a r’s reign. 
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Extending nil along the top of the facade is a series of panels similar tn deagn to 
those on the sides of the entranoes and boy-windows, but in shape they are s<|aar€ 
instead of oblong. Aboxe the panels is a string-moulding inlaid with green enamel tilings 
and OTer it is a red sandstone parapet (Fig. I, Plate XC). The front face of tlie 
parapet is can^eft with a bottlemented pattern, and the wht^ojis are engrailed and inlaid 
with blue and the cni&ivw»(njs mth orange coloured tiles. The combinatitm of th^ reil 
stone with the blue and orange tiling is very effective and hannonizea well with the 
tiling covering the roofs of the bay-windows. 

The entrance porch in the centre of the north facade (Plates T.XX IX and XCI) 
is williout exceptioo one of the finest to be met with In the whole of the Agri district. 
It measurea 16-9" in lengtli by 10^-0" ia wvdtli. In front is n splendid areh 23*-9" in 
heigiit and the entire width of the porch. Tlje arch is fonr-oentered and the jambs 
extend in a straight line down to the top of the plinth of the bnilding. JUieface.of the 
plinth (Plate XCTl) ia ent np by panels filled In with stoue slabs richly cat^'cd with 
foliage (Plato XCIII). AJoog the up^xzrr ^>art of the base of the plinth is a bold pointed 
moulding not unlike that known to architeeta as the and beneath it is 

an enriched ctjnwt. The cap of the plinth Is square, but is ttvmlilod with an nMt fftgaJ on 
the underside, and below this is a cccreffo oruameuted with rich foliage in relief (see 
Fig. 2, Plate XCII). 

Details of the archway in front of the porch are given on Plates XCIV and XCV. 
It will he observed from the elevation of the facade (Plate LXXXII) llmt the sides of 
the arch arc continued down in an anbrokeu line to the plinth. This Is a characteristic 
feature of Muhaiumudan architecture after A k h a Fs time. In early Muhammadan 
work the arch sprang from pendants n[>on the sides of the jambs, later on it was 
carried down to the ground by slmfts, and subsequently, as in the present instance, 
it extended straight to the fioor or pavement in one unbroken line. The jnmla are 
splittji'd and the face of the is beautifully'embellished with a fmtlitr fret 

upon a ground of conventional foliage (Plate XCD’’), whilst the outer sides are 
carved with circular rosettes, and the inneT sides with small obluug raised panels 
with flowered endSj separated by rosettes. The same pattern, but in a more elaborate 
form, ia found upon the of the eavea round the Turkish Sultftna’s house 
at F a t h p u t S1 k r i.* The ^pandt-ih above the arch are enriched with raised floral 
scrolls in red sandstone, tho Intersticea between the aero I la being veneered with white 
marble. Tlie lines of the scrolls are Hhigulorly free and pleaauig, and flow in gracchd 
gradiiLtona from the centre to the eomui'S of the spandrila. In earlier hloghul work, 
as ut F a i h p ii r S 1 k r 1, w’e find the epoudriia almost plain, a boss only being carved 
in the centre. Flowing tracery wiuj not in general use, although tn the later buildings 
' it ia occasionally met with It did. not become general till the ITth century, Juid this 
is an additional reason for ascribing the erection of the XHuch Mahal to 
J a h a n g I r’s and not to A k b a r'a reign. The hUmdos of the arch over the porch 
[ is daintily carved with a fringe of lotus butls Bpringmg from the heads of small 
elephants carved on moulded pemlanta upon the sjrringing of the arch (Fig. 2, Plate 
XCV). The archway extends the depth of the porch, and the entire soj^t is carved 
trith raised geometrical tracery composed of duodecagons and hexagona on a field of 
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tiny rosettes (Plates XCI and SCYI), Downwards, from the springing of the arch 
as far as the plinth, the entire side of the archway U cut up by panels and niclics 
(Plate XCVI). The niches (Plato XCVI) are RTTniJaT to those in the north facade and 
are enclosed by ensped horse-shoe-ahaped arches. A diagram of one, to a large scale, 
is presented on Plate XCVLL Fig. 1 is a bulf pLm ; Fig. 2, a section, and Fig. 3, n 
half elevation of one of the niches. The plinth on the sides of the porch, aa before 
mentioned, was purposely made broad at the top, so that it could be used as a seat by 
porters. 

The rear wall of the porch is in keeping with the lateral walls, and in the centro 
of it is the principal entrance to the house. Hero we see tho strange blending of 
Hindt^ with Muhammadan architecture, which came into vogue in the 16th century 
under A k h a r, and gave rise to what is know'n as the mised Hludil-Muhammadaa 
style of Upper India, The entrance throughout is more Hindd than Muhammadan 
Hti design. The door jambs and lintel are of stone. They ore slightly stink (Plate 
XCIX) on the face, and aro sculptured with, a leaf scroll in relief Tlie architraves 
project very slightly in front of the stone framing, and the inner moulding is carved 
with lotus buds, and the outer with an nndulatiug creeper. Between the two is tlie 
tooth moulding so common to Moghul architecture and which is found throughont 
Akhar's buddings at Fathpir Sikrl. Surrounding the architrave is a broad 
mosaic border composed of stars and hexagones. 

Over the doorway is a stone balcony, and extending from its fioor to the soffit of 
the carved ceiling covering the porch is a large arched open window framed by an 
architrave similarly carved to that round the door beneath. The balcony projects 
2'*-10'' in front of the door and is supported on six particularly handsome stone bradieta. 
The brackets, hewn out of one piece of stone, are exquisitely carved both upon tho 
front and sides, and project 3'-2" from the wall. At the top of the bracket is a border, 
carved with a creeper, which merges into a correspending border over the tops of 
three panels carved upon tho face of the masonry between the brackets. On the 
front of the bracket is a pear-shaped pendant, moulded and curved with leaves and 
behind it, on a low'er level, is a similar pendant. Tlie face of the bracket is moulded 
and stops on a square die, carved on the sides, and finished ofl' at the bottom with a 
moulded knob (Plate C). The mouldings on the brackets are beautifully w*orkeJ, 
and the orrises are particularly sharp and crisp. It is seldom one comes across such 
delicate detail in stone. The work belongs more to the province of the wood-carver 
than of the stone-mason, and had the brackets not been so well-protected from the 
weather by the porch, the mouldings and carving would have decayed long ago. 
Projecting at right angles to the wall and aurmoimting the top of the brackets are 

atone beams carrying the floor of the balcony (see sectiou through the porch, 
Plato XCVI). The ends of the beams are concealed by a stone fmda adorned by a 
fringe of tassels (Plate XC, Fig. 3). The floor projects some 3"' or so beyond the top 
of the fascia. The sides of the balcony are noio unindoaed, but originally they 
w’cre protected by stone balconies. The face of the wall on tho sides of the window 
over the ixtreh door is cut up by a series of very small square and oblong-sha|jed 
panels (Plate XC, Fig. 2), They are paitially closed by enijraikd fronts and not a 
few ore ornamented like the facade of the bouse with vases, &e; 
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It is seldom one sees a house so profusely and elaborately carved as the E & n eh 
Mahal, and yet not in bad taste. The Turkish Sult&nas and B i r B a I s 
houses atFa^hptlr Sikrl, erected during the tatter part of the 16th century, are 
considered to be among tjie most minutely carved buildings in India, but the north 
fagade of the KinchMahal vies with, even if it does not eaod them. Such &$adea 
are exceptional and not often met with. 


CHAPTEK V. 
sfi^UAJ BILiS-KiV.-BAGn, 

Tliere is s sister hdtisc to the £jtS.cti Mabsl some little distsnee 'froiu it 
on the left hand aide of the A g r i road known as the SflraJ Blia n-k a-B 4 g li. 
On the outside the house measures 55'-0' in length by 45'-j* in depth. The front or 
prindjjal facade, unlike the K 4 fi c h Mahal, faces tow'ards the Agr4 road. On the 
east and north sides is a raised plinth 17*^-4* in width. The south facade (Plate Cl) 
and portions of the east and west (Plates CII and CIII) are built in red sandstone, 
the remaining portions being finished off in stucco divided up into panels (Plate 
CH). The south front, as Plate Cl shows, is treated somewhat after the manner 
of the north fa^ado of the K.4h eh MahaL In the centre is a great arch in front of 
the porch extending the whole height of the facade, and on each side is a wing divided 
into an upper and lower storey. In both storeys are large, deep, arched reccaaeg, 
Tlie back and side walla of the recesses are panelled from top to bottom and 
the spandrils are beantifully carved, similarly to those over the doorways in the 
£4iieh Mahal They are entirely in red sandstone with the exception of an outer 
border, a hich is la white marble. The great arch in front of the porch Is plainer than 
the porch arch of the K4nch Mahal Both the jambs and the spandrils are plain, 
but enclosing the outer sides of the spandrils is a bariiTof white marble. 

The entire surface of the walls of the porch is cut up by small panels carved 
with the water-bottle, &c., and the entrance leading from the porch into the house 
vies with that of the £4iich MahaL There are no less than 70 panels on 
each of the side walls and some 100 or more in the rear wall The ceiling is 
not arched like that over the ^4 n eh M ah a 1 porch, but it is covered by a semi-dome 
supported on pendent!ves. The plinth is treated like that of the £4nch Mahal 
and returns round the sides of the porch wall (Plate Cl) to form a bench for 
domestics and others to rest upon. Uke the sister building, tba K 4 n c h Mahal, 
the house is two storeys high, on the ground floor is a central octagonal room lS*-6' 
in diameter with others on the cast and west sides. Separating the rooms are colmims 
and flat archways like those on the ground floor of the £ i n c h MahaL There is 
a cornice over the top of the arches carved with a geometrical pattern. The upstair 
rooms are ranged over those heluw, but on the north and south sides are small 
passages. The passage on the north opens ou to a receasod balcony partially enclosed 
along the front by an arcade. The piers are disposed over those below in front of 
the enttance leading into the ground floor. With the exception of this detail the 
north facade lays no claim to architectural pretensions. On the east nnd ^pest sides 
of the entrance are inner staircases leading to the first floor and the roof 

The roof is flat and is made of concrete cemented over. The parapet w^alLs are 
carried up considerably higher than the roof to form screena, behind which the inmates 
of the Z a n 1 n a could lounge or promenade and enjoy the fresh air U'ithout fear 
of being seen or overlooked. The tops of the staircases, on the east and west sides 


c 
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of houM. Whore they lend out ou to the roof, m ^'’"hl 

tnrrete surmounted by domes, resting upon ootsgonsl basffl. H p 

domes . Uttlemonted eresting is painted in r^. snd along tottom a ow <d 
“»,dlsWjw” in silvered-glass has been inserted m th. ^onr^ Beneath .t .. a 
string-JJlidiling deeorated in colour. The turrets are rather 

break up the rLd skyline and the aeretenese of the east and west facades CII), 

twilit tToee Z the souU. aud north rensist only of plain 

pierced hare and there by square-headed window openings proteoted to soto extent 
Lm the bUudlng monsoon rains and the glare of the summer sun by deep ^^Ms, 
earned on m^ed brnekets, running hmisontnlly along the facade a few feet hdow 

'^^uth.east and aouth-weat angleu of the east and w-est ironta (Plate CD) m 
treated altogether differently from the remainder of the fajudea. I^e tlm n™^-* 
and n^i-west angles of the K i n e h M a h a 1. they are de^ed m cenfo^ty w^ 
the principal elevation and are almost eonnterparts of the wm^ npon the Sjdes of to 
msin srehlay in front of to porch. They are so ekWately decorated with toelM 
ornamentation m to form of eiqnimte geometrical frets, water-vstes, tc., th ^ 
t..Uoew of the remainder of to fayade is made more apparent t^ it other^ would 
have been. In order to obtain an imposing front, to sides of to honso ^ve een 
..■emeed , but wsot of ftmds or materisls may have had somethmg to do 

Of to two honees to Kineh Mahal is more handsome than the S hrsj Bhln- 
ka-Bigh. The £si,wdea,.re not «. etiff, being broken np by to toywlndows and 
bdeonie! over to arched entrance, on to ground floor. The t^"‘ f 
upon the walls is ^together bettor. The pimel. are larger and bolder toan thore up^ 
to wJl of to house iu Sfrr.j Bhin-ka-BUgh, which are fsr too ^ to ba 
efeetive. They mtvour more of to work of to wood-e^er ton to stone^uto, 
and would have been more appropriate had toy been employed in the mteiior msteml 

of the exterior of the house. . i, o t ♦ la'i, a „ 

it is not often one sees houses bo elaborately ornamented aa the S ii r a j li h an- 

ka^Blgh and the KSnoh Mahal which, as typical specimens of 17th century 
Muhammadan archiUctore, should bo carefully preserred. 


Finis. 
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PLATE X. 
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AGRA* CjiLvMtA Tiled Text jn Arajsjc Characters round the Great Archwavs^ ' PLATE XJl, 
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PLATE XY, 
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AGRA I ChIkI-ka-Racza. East Facade —Tjled Spajtorils ovuj the Aeched Entkance^ . ■” 

Corresponding to tliat marked M on the Elevation, PJate XL 
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AGRA CKlMf'^KA-R^u^EA. Tiled Paiiels on the East Fa^vde, South Side. 

Panel marked H on the Elevation, Plate XI. 
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PLATE m. 

AGRA : CHiNf-sA-RAUZA, Tiled Panels on tiie East Facade, South Side* 
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Panel m^ked L on the: Ekvatlcmi Flat* Xl. 
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PLATE U. 

AGRA: ChLvI-ra-Rauza. Tiled Pakex on the East FAfjADE, North Side. 

Large aichway over Uie firrt floor window. Corresponding to that marked D on the 

Elevation^ Plate XL 
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PLATE XXL 
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AGRA ; CHtst-KA-R auza- Tiled Panels on the East Fac^e, Soltth Side. 

Atch DVtr doonray. Itarked K on the Elevation, Plate XI. 
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AGRA; ChImJ-ka-Rauza* Tiled Panels on the East Fa^ide, South Side. 

Nfarked J, J, on the Elevation, Plate XI. 
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AGRA • Cnisi-KA-R auza. Tiled Panels on the East Facade. South Side, 

Marked Ij t. an the Etevalioa. PlAte XL 
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AGRA—CHINI*KA-R\TJZA. 

Haja KiAVjkiicjt or THi North FAgiU3H. 


PLATS XXIV. 


- L*n 
































































































































































































































































» 


c 


i 


I 



1 ' 



% 



4 






I 


1 

I . 
















7 




I' 

j 


» 9i 





t 




» 



* 



r ^ 

I 


r,- 



k 

I 


AGRA: ChInI-ka-Rau^a. Tiled Panels on the East Fai^ade, South Side. 

Marked E, E, on the Elevatlcm, Plate XI. 
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AGRA. ChIwI-ica-Raoza, Tiled Paskls on iitE East Facade, Soitth Side. 
Panels marked F,on the Elevatian, Plate XI. 
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AGRA: ChFnI-ka'Rauza. Tileu Panels ok tke HAiiT Facade, South Side. 

^tarked G, G, on the Elevation, Plate XI. 
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AtjRA, CiiIsI'Ka-Rauza. Tiled Panels on the North I'aca&e, 1 ^a?t StUE. 
Paul:! juarked 1 oo the Elevation, riste XXIV, 
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PLATE m. 

AGRA: CalNf-KA-R auza. Tiled Panels on the North Fai^ade, East Side. 

Marked B, B, on the ElevaBon, Plate XXIV, 
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PUTE KSXT. 

AGRA ; Ciiint-ka-Rauza. Tilkd Panels on thk Xoktr Fa(^de, East Side. 

Pands marked A, A, on the Elevation, Plate XXIV. 
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PLATE mil. 

AGRA: ChIkI-ka-Radza. Tiled Panels on the North Facade, East Side, 

Marked H, H, on the Elevation, Plate XXIV. 
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AGR.\; CiiiJsri.Kji*RAu/A. Tn.Ei> Panels on the North Fa(;at>e, Ea.st Sihe. 

Marked K, K, on the Elevation, PJate XXIV* 
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AGRA; CiiiNl-KA*RAuzA. Tiled Panels on thb North Fa<;abe, East Sjoe. 

Narked J, J, on Ihe Klcvatjon, PlaLe XXIV, 
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PLATE mV. 


AGRA; ChIjcT’Ka-Rauka. Tiled Panels on the North Fa(Jade, East Slde. 

Marked F, F, tto the Elevatron, Plate XXlV. 
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PLATE XXXVII. 


AGRA; CuInI-ka-Rauza, Tii.ei) PAyELs on the North Facade, East Sii>e. 
^ Marked C„ C, on the Elevatian, Plate XXIV. 



Itiishm 



I 

SaLE OF FEET 


^ Fofil 


Anhitti&ffhai Sarf^ifpr Nl,W F. 


























■M iJL 






PUTE XXXVIII 


Tiled Pajcei^ on the Nouth FAfjADE, Hast Side. 

Pands marked D, D, on the Eleratlon, Plate XXIV. 
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AGRA I CiUwl-KA-JUtJZA, Tiled Panels ok the West Fai^ad^ Noeth Ekd. 

[On the side of the Northern entrance]. 
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AGRA: CttlNi-KA-RAUKA. Filed Panels on the West Fac^^e, North End. 
[On the sides of the first floor windows—bdow the cornice]^ 
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PLATE XLIIi. 


: CHifaf-FiA-RAiJiA. Tiaeo-Panels on the West Pa<^de, Noeth E\t». 

[Archway wer the ground floor doorway]. 
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AGRA : CHf»f-KA-RAUiiA. The Western Vestibui.e. 
Tiling upon the comice and intrados of the main archway. 
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AGRA:^ CiiishKA-RAuzA. Tut Westers Vestibule 

Colour .Dccoratiofi upon the ccHling'. 
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AGRA I CHtwI-KA*R auza, Detail of Tiled Frieze round the Base of the Dome, 
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AGRA : ChInSka-Rauza. Detail of Tiled Coknice round the Base of the Dome. 
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AGRA; GHiNt-KA-R4tfZA, Coloured Decoration upon the Med^uxiok in the Gro^vs of tile Boaie. 
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AGRA : CaIi(i-KA-RAti/,A. Coloureh DBcoUAxtON upon the St>mT of the Dome, 
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AGRA: Cirtiirl-xA-RAQZA. Decorated SPAftDioLs over the arched recesses osi the 

Ground Floor of the Cenotaph Chamber. 
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SIKANDRA; Akbar's Tomb, Tileij Oknamkntation upon the Kiosques round the Thirh Floor, PLATE L3X. 
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SIKANDRA: Akbar's Tomb. Tiled Ornamemtatiok opow the Kio«ju£b round the Third Floor. 
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AGRA ; Itimad-ud-daulah’s Tomb.'' Mosaic Pavesient on the Ut'PEa Floor 
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AOUA; ITlMAD -trD-IjAtniAE's TOMB 
IWLAHi WAfiBLi: FAKTjLg Ul'OH mURlOK WALLS. 
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SIKANDRA.—KANCH MAH AX.. PLATE LXXIX. 
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SIKANDRA.—KAHCH MAHAL. ?LAT1 LXXXI 
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STKANTJUA.—TMK KANCH WAHAT*. PLATE LXXXJV. 
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BIKANDRA,—KAKCH MAHAL. 
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SIKANDRA: The Kakch Mahjvl. Detail of the Main Cornice and Panelling 
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